
     The pipe or calumet was important to many 
tribal cultures.  This Cherokee example was 
collected by Lewis and Clark in 1804-06.  It is 
probable that the pipe was received from a more 
northerly tribe as a token of peace and to attest 
contracts and treaties which could not then be 
violated without incurring the wrath of the 
gods—for whom  this pipe was the spiritual 
messenger. 
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